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NATIONAL ACTION PLAN FOR SALINITY AND WATER QUALITY, FUNDING 

640. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Premier: 
Can the Premier please update the Parliament on the State’s most recent efforts to ensure funding under the 
National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality flows to regional Western Australia as quickly as possible? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
I thank the member for his question.  As I stated in Parliament last week, the Prime Minister will not sign the 
bilateral agreement and has conditionally approved only $31 million of the State’s $88 million bid.  In response 
to the Prime Minister’s letter - which I remind members was delivered to me by the Opposition in this 
Parliament - the State has taken action on three fronts.  I report to the House on those actions.   

The Minister for Agriculture and the Minister for the Environment and Heritage met the regional national 
resource management groups last week to discuss the latest information and to develop a joint position.  I am 
pleased to report to the House and the people of Western Australia that, despite the best efforts of the Opposition 
to drive a wedge between the State Government and rural communities, the regional groups are 100 per cent 
behind the State Government - they are rock solid in their support.  I remind the Opposition that the State, not the 
Commonwealth, is underwriting essential operations of the regional NRM groups in Western Australia.   

As a follow-up to the meeting, the Minister for Agriculture met with commonwealth ministers Kemp and Truss 
in Brisbane last Friday to state our case yet again.  I am pleased to report that we have made some progress: the 
Commonwealth is prepared to give access to the $31.5 million so far recognised as eligible for matching dollars 
in advance of the signing of the bilateral agreement.  I thank my minister for his work with the Commonwealth 
last Friday.  That means funds can flow to the regional groups in the next few weeks, and the door is left open 
for further negotiations on the Wellington Dam recovery and the farmland plantation projects to be counted as 
matching funding, provided they are accredited through the processes required of the NRM regional groups. 

Together with Barbara Morrell, the chair of the regional groups, I have written to the Prime Minister requesting a 
meeting when he comes to Perth later this week.  It is our strong view that the Prime Minister does not fully 
appreciate the situation in Western Australia, and we have invited him to discuss the important projects that he 
initially rejected.  In particular, the recovery of the Wellington Dam project is an opportunity for the 
Commonwealth to invest in a first in Australia; that is, the return of a saline water supply to drinking water 
quality.  It is an important project for the future of our State.  As members can see, the State continues to work 
hard to make sure the interests of Western Australia are properly protected within our federation; the same 
cannot be said of opposition parties in this Parliament. 
 


